
Web App Dev II
Templates I

Basic template-mechanism
– Template file
– Client file

Basic Steps

1. Define a template file

1. Content that will appear in all clients is entered directly

2. Content that can be replaced in client files is marked with ui:insert (with default values 
in case client does not supply content)

2. Define a client file that uses the template

1. Use ui:composition to specify the template file used

2. Use ui:define to override content for each replaceable
section in template (marked in template with ui:insert). 

3. Access the client file via the browser as Users never access template files directly.

How to design a Template File: 
 Insert shared content literally 

✔ If you have HTML or JSF data that will be used by all clients, place it directly in 
template file

✔ Everything can be used in template: Normal JSF elements, Regular HTML, EL 
(expression language), h:dataTable, ui:repeat, etc.

 Mark replaceable sections with ui:insert
✔ Give a name to the section (client will refer to name)
✔ Put default content between <ui:insert...> and </ui:insert>

• If clients don’t supply anything for name, they get default

 Put template files in separate folder, so they won’t be confused with user-accessible files. 



Practice

1. New Web App lab01Templates1

2. CDI Bean:

3. CSS: styles.css



4. New JSF page:sample-template.xhtlm, under folder templates

5. New JSF page: sample-page.xhtml

6. index



7. Clean, build and run.


