
Expression Language, EL II
Accessing Collections
Equivalence of Dot and Array
Notations

• Equivalent forms
◦ #{name.property}

▪ Legal ONLY  if “property” is LEGAL Java variable name
◦ #{name["property"]}

• Reasons for using bracket notation
◦ To access arrays, lists, and other collections

◦ To calculate the property name at request time.
▪ #{name1[name2]} (no quotes around name2)

◦ To use names that are ILLEGAL as Java variable names
▪ #{foo["bar-baz"]}
▪ #{foo["bar.baz"]}

1. Copy LabeEL1 and rename it LabEL2
2. Create a Utils class under the business logic package



3. Create a request scoped bean Purchases that has an Array, a List and a Map.

4. Add JSF pages purchase-success.xhtml and purchase-failure.xhtml.



5. Create page using-collections.

6. Call it from index


